AMERICA SHOULD BE PROUD

Their mission: “Clear the Corps Main Supply Routes of Improvised Explosive Devices (IED-s).” This mission was a 24 hour, seven day a
week tasking. It was vital for these engineers to keep the supply routes clear so the logistical supply convoys could deliver all classes of
supply to other Soldiers throughout the Theater.

A Route Clearing Team (RCT) is configured differently to match the mission. This team used five vehicles and 14 Soldiers. Many of those
Soldiers were less than 30-years-old; some less than 20 years of age. Sergeants and staff sergeants of these teams often made critical,
life and death decisions during combat, a tall feat for a Soldier in their early twenties.

It is 8 p.m. and the Soldiers on the team are listening to the back brief of the team that just returned from clearing the sector they are about
to cover. Insurgents often relay mines and IEDs after an area is cleared, thus the task of clearing is never ending. These Soldiers have
been up for hours in the hot Iragi sun preparing themselves, their equipment and their vehicles for the task. Some of the vehicles are in
short supply so they will “hot seat,” a term which means they will use the same vehicle that just returned from a mission.

They don their protective gear and equipment. The body armor with all accoutrements can weight up to 40 pounds; an additional weight
they carry as they climb into the vehicles, often into very cramped spaces. Spotting an IED is tough duty. Itis long as scheduled missions
are for eight hours but can take 10-12 hours if complications arise. During the day, it can be extremely hot while at night heat reduces to
be uncomfortably hot. Lots of water is consumed to replace that lost in sweat. Energy drinks provide a boost to alertness on missions. Bag
lunches and snacks are a part of the combat load.
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