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Afghanistan: US Sending up to 20,000 Troops 
By AP/LOLITA C. BALDOR 

(KANDAHAR, Afghanistan) — The Pentagon is moving to get three of the four combat brigades requested by commanders into 
Afghanistan by summer, Defense Secretary Robert Gates said Wednesday as he traveled here to meet with military leaders.  
In his most specific comments to date about how soon he will meet the call for up to 20,000 more troops in Afghanistan, Gates said he 
will not have to cut troop levels further in Iraq to free up at least two of those three brigades for Afghan duty. 
  
At the same time, Gates said a key "course correction" in the Afghanistan war for the administration of President-elect Barack Obama will 
be to build the Afghan army and better cooperate with Kabul on security operations.  
 

"I think there's a concern on the part of some of the Afghans that we sort of tell them what we're going to do, instead of taking proposals 
to them and getting their input and then working out with them what we're going to do, so it's a real partnership," Gates told reporters 
traveling with him to Afghanistan. "That's an important aspect of this, that I think we need a course correction."  
Gates was scheduled to meet with Gen. David McKiernan, the commander of U.S. and NATO troops in Afghanistan, and to gather with 
U.S. troops in Kandahar. 
  
The meetings come as senior military leaders and the White House are pulling together a broad new military strategy for Afghanistan, 
one that would shift the focus from the waning fight in Iraq to the escalating Afghan fight. Gates said he expects the troop levels in Iraq to 
remain fairly steady through the provincial elections early next year and "probably for some period of time after that." 

While there is wide agreement that the military emphasis will 
now shift to Afghanistan, long regarded as the secondary 
priority behind Iraq, there is still debate on how best to do it.  
 
Gates would not detail any of the findings that have surfaced in 
the strategy reviews. But the push to increase the size of the 
Afghan army is reflected in at least one of the ongoing studies. 
  
The White House, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the incoming 
Obama administration and Gen. David Petraeus, commander 
of U.S. Central Command, all are conducting their own reviews. 
Obama has said getting more troops to Afghanistan is a 
priority. 
  
Gates said he has no details on the expected deployments to 
Afghanistan next year, adding that he has not approved any 
orders for specific units. He said the Joint Chiefs may have 
identified the units, but he's not aware of those decisions. 
  
He added that he does not know when he will be able to send 
the fourth requested brigade. 
  
Gates and other U.S. officials have endorsed efforts to pour 
four combat brigades and thousands of support troops into 
Afghanistan to stem the spike in violence and tamp down the 
resurgence of the Taliban. 
  
Officials already had announced that one unit — the 3rd 
Brigade, 10th Mountain Division — would go to Afghanistan in 
January and that they would try to meet the rest of the troop 
requirements as soon as possible. But military leaders have 
resisted disclosing which units or how quickly they would go, 
saying much depends on how quickly troop levels can be cut in 
Iraq. A brigade is about 3,500 troops. 
 
The U.S. is working to meet deadlines in its agreement with 
Baghdad that require combat troops to leave the cities by June 
and be out of the country in three years. As planned, the 
number of combat brigades in Iraq is dropping to 14 early next 
year, and Gates said that level will enable him to get a second 
brigade to Afghanistan by summer. He said he's not sure 
whether the third brigade will be redirected to Afghanistan from 
a planned tour in Iraq or if it can be found elsewhere.  
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This year the VA Home Loan program will 
receive $6 Billion in funding. This funding  
creates one of the only options left for a $0 down 
payment home loan, which is why each month, 
thousands of families take advantage of their VA 
Home Loan Benefits. Since the government 
subsidizes your home loan, it provides a variety of 
benefits such as: 

• Eliminating the need for mortgage insurance, 
saving you money each month.  

• There is no down payment required for a VA 

Loan, meaning you may be able to afford a larger 

home.  

• It is easier to qualify for a VA Loan compared to a 

conventional loan since the credit and income 

standards are not as strict.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CLICK OR CALL: 
 

www.VAMortgageCenter.com 
 

800-405-6682 
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